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Millions - A Movie Full of Miracles
By Corinna Clendenen
Special to Living

★★★★★
Endearing, inventive, whimsical,

humorous,and chock-full of Christian
imagery and ideas: this is Millions, a
wonderful film for and about families.
Can it really be from Danny Boyle,
director of Trainspotting? This is
indeed a miracle.

It’s been said that beneath every
cynic lurks an idealist, and Boyle
seems to fit the bill.A brooding neo-
Romantic, his view of modernity is
not exactly sanguine. Nominated
for an Academy Award for excellent
adaptation as a screenplay, Train-
spotting is a descent into the depths
of Edinburgh’s drug scene, a story
of a group of disaffected young
Scots whose heroin addiction does
little to solve their existential prob-
lems. The film’s tagline reads:
“Choose a life. Choose a job. Choose
a starter home. Choose dental
insurance, leisurewear, and match-
ing luggage. Choose your future.
But why would anyone want to do
a thing like that?”

Millions addresses some of the
same existential concerns, but this
time through the rosy lens of young
Damian (Alex Etel), a saint in the
making. This eight-year-old’s view
of life is truly visionary. At school
when the teacher asks kids whom
they admire, they all name sports
figures except Damian, who names
saints and their holy deeds. A suc-
cession of these haloed figures visit
Damian with personable and sym-
pathetic advice. Some give him tips
on handling the loss of his recently

deceased mother; others offer mus-
ings on the nature of heaven.

So when a suitcase full of ban-
knotes totaling 229,000 pounds ster-
ling falls from the sky, first Damian
thinks he’s seeing things (again).
When his 10-year-old brother
Anthony (Lewis McGibbon) assures
him he’s not, Damian assumes the
money is a gift from God. Anthony
says they can’t tell their father
because the government will take
40 percent in taxes. The presence of
the cash is further complicated by
the forthcoming “E” day, the day
that Scotland will switch its curren-
cy to the euro, rendering all uncon-
verted pounds useless.

Director Boyle handles the mate-
rial with both humor and rever-
ence. The ill-gotten cash and what
to do with it in the remaining 10
days it’s worth something serves as
a vehicle for social criticism and
family portraiture. Damian says
it’s wrong to profit from the money
and wants to give it to the poor.
Anthony wants to buy materialistic
luxuries, like a picture cell phone.
And when their father Ronnie
(James Nesbitt of Waking Ned
Devine) finally finds out, he wants
to spend it replenishing their
wrecked household, ransacked by
the bank robber (Christopher
Fulford of Mountains of the Moon)

looking for his missing loot.
Interesting and inventive cam-

era work informs us of events. The
housing development where the
family moves goes up lickety-split
in time-lapse photography—lawn
turf rolls out like carpeting, clap-
boards cover the building’s exterior
like a line of falling dominos. The
finished development is shot with
giant industrial chimneys looming
up behind.

The script by Fran Cottrell Boyce
(24 Hour Party People) is excellent-
simple but profound, with dialogue
that lets the children shine. Both
child actors should have plenty of
offers after these natural and
affecting debuts.

In the end, the money plays a
divisive and corrupting role similar
to that of the Coke bottle in the
1984 film, The Gods Must Be
Crazy, or to the loot in the great
John Huston classic, The Treasure
of the Sierra Madre. Boyle sustains
the magic through to the very last
scene of a perfect miracle.

Hats off to Danny Boyle—let’s
hope he keeps the faith.

Rated PG

Will Damian the nativity shepherd find friend or foe?

Film Review

Star Ratings

0-Dreadful
1-Poor
2-Fair
3-Good
4-Very Good
5-Outstanding


